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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 May 1858;— 



COPY “of Report to the Lord Lieutenant of Jrelandhy Messrs. Fitzmaurice 
and Goold, with the Minutes of the Evidence taken by them at the Inquiry 
into the Conduct of the Constabulary during the Disturbances at Belfast 
in July and September 1857.” 



REPORT. 



May it please your Excellency, 

In obedience to your Excellency’s warrant of the 23d of January 1858, 
whereby we were directed to examine, on oath, into the truth of certain charges 
made against Sub-inspector Harris Bindoii and the men under his command, 
during the riots which occurred in Belfast in the month of July, and subse- 
quently in the month of September 1857, we proceeded to Belfast, and opened 
an inquiry on the 1st day of February (being the earliest day we could fix subse- 
quently to the receipt of your Excellency’s warrant), and continued it from day 
to day until the evening of Saturday, the 6th of the same month, when we closed 
our proceedings. 

The portions of the evidence given before the Commissioners, Messrs. Lynch 
and Smythe, to which our attention was more particularly called by the instruc- 
tions, were : 

1. The evidence of Head-constable Henderson, from Question 9864 to 9869. 

2. Edward Armstrong, 7551. 

3. Harris Bindoii, Esq., 9872 and 1528. 

4. Hopewell Kelly, 3739-3760. 

5. Constable Patrick M‘Givney, 10559, 10576, 10697, 10761. 

6. Head-constable James M‘Intyre, 10789, 10790, 10800, 10871. 

7. Constable James M'Auley, 10942. 

We examined, at considerable length and with minuteness, the several wit- 
nesses whose evidence l)efore the Commissioners is contained in the above 
numbers ; but in consequence of incidental statements made through the evidence 
generally, not included in those numbers, in which fact and opinion, as regarded 
the conduct of the constabulary, were so mixed up that it appeared necessary 
for the purpose of our inquiry, to separate as far as possible the one from the 
other, we pushed our inquiry beyond those particular facts, into the general 
conduct of the constabulary through the entire of those two periods. 

For this the nature of our proceedings not admitting, as did those before the 
Commissioners, of the attendance of professional parties having separate objects 
in view, to which they naturally shaped their examination, gave us, we conceive, 
an advantage, of which we endeavoured to avail ourselves, for clearing up many 
points which appeared confused and incorrect, as detailed by different witnesses 
at different periods of the Commissioners’ investigation. 

The principal charges made against the constabulary appear to be : — 

1. Want of energy, particularly as related to the burning of Mr. Watson’s 
houses, and to the firing detailed by Armstrong as recurring on the morning of 
the 19th ot July, and continuing, without interruption, for over an hour. 

2. Partiality, based on their principal attention in that month being as it is 
stated, directed more tO' the Pound, or Catholic district, than to the Sandv-row 
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or Protestant district; and on the 6ih of September the fact (as stated) that the 
only mob charged and dispersed by them was the Catholic mob, and the only 
prisoners taken were of the same party, whilst the opposite party, called tiie 
Bludgeon Men, were unmolested ; and that, further, in pursuing the former 
mob, the po ice were purposely led away to a considerable distance beyond what 
was required, and that for a partial purpose. 



We are of opinion that there is no foundation for these charges, which had 
their origin principally in the heat and excitement naturally existing at the time 
giving a colour to circumstances purely accidental, which calmer consideration 
would not support. 



It is true that the most serious were those contained in or to be inferred from 
the evidence of two members of the force itself (Head-constable MTntyre and 
C/Onstable Patrick M'Givney) who might be supposed to speak from a more 
certain knowledge of the existence of certain feelings in their force on the 
subject. 

But with regard to the former of the two, we refer for an explanation of his 
printed evidence to his evidence before us (which was given in a fearless and 
manly manner), as showing generallythe exertions of Mr. Bindon and the police 
during the riots, and specially to lines 595-615, and 641 to the end of his 
evidence, as regards the attack on Mr. Watson’s houses on the 18th of July. 

With regard to the latter, in his evidence before us, though qualified consider- 
ably from that given before the Commissioners, he still declined withdrawing 
more than partially the charge of partisanship he there made, and persisted in 
his statement as to the expression of opinion that fell from Head-constable 
MTntyre on the 18th of July (which the head constable distinctly denies) j but 
whilst we are inclined to believe that evidence to have been given honestly, so 
far as intention goes, we are of opinion that he is labouring under some morbid 
sense of wrong which we could not fathom, but which evidently keeps his mind 
in a state of excitement that unfits him for giving a cool, undistorted account of 
those transactions, or having any reliance placed on his evidence ; a document 
was submitted to us which would hear out this view, but as it could not form 
part of our inquiry, and may be the subject of another, we merely mention the 
fact of its production, and our rejection of it. 

We had considerable difficulty in reconciling the conflicting statements regard- 
ing the time that the constabulary force was said to have been standing in the 
street resting on their arms, in full view of the mob who destroyed Mr. Watson’s 
property ; but we think that charge is on the whole fairly set at rest by the 
combined evidence of Mr. Tracy, the resident magistrate, and Head-constable 
Henderson, as detailed from line 977 to line 1009, and from line 2094 to line 2116, 
and also in lines 2032-3^-5. These two witnesses gave grounds for their 
opinion and recollection, which Head-constable MTntyre could not, and though 
we have not, as we have already said, the slightest intention of impugning the 
honesty of intention of the head constable, we found him in several points 
to be wanting in accuracy of recollection (naturally enough, considering the 
excitement of the time and the rapidity with which one duty succeeded the other). 
His evidence, therefore, failed, when contrasted with the accurate matter-of-fact 
statement of the two above-mentioned witnesses. 

We are of opinion, that on that occssion, no more time was spent before 
advancing than was necessary for the preliminaries required in numbering and 
telling off an armed force before proceeding on duty. Throughout these riots, 
the most remarkable features were the suddenness and rapidity with which the 
several mobs assembled at a determined point, committed their intended violence, 
and disappeared, aided by the sympathy of the householders of the respective 
parties. The difficulty of dealing with them, and arresting the guilty parties, is 
detailed specially in lines 763 to 787, 878 to 883, 885 to 888, 895, 897, 930 to 
932, 2095 to 2110. 

That part of the evidence of Edward Armstrong (Nos. 7551, 7577-8-9, 7583- 
4- 5-6-7) relating to the firing on Sunday morning the 19th, for two hours, 
seemed to us as it did to Mr. Commissioner Lynch, so extraordinary and start- 
ling, that we directed our particular attention to.it, especially to tlieiact stated 

in 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DURING THE DISTURBANCES AT BELFAST IN 1857. 



3 



in Nos. 7577. Where were the police ? — In Albert-square. 7578. Was that 
within view? — Yes. 7585. And the police were looking on? — They were , in 
front of Albert-square.” We refer to Armstrong’s evidence (line 2255 to 2260) 
to show the inaccuracy of the statement, and the reason why he gave those 
answers, as also to the fact to be found in the records of the office, that the 
houses in Albert-crescent were not occupied by the police till the 21st of July, 
two days after the occurrence. The circumstances of the case, and the c.ause of 
non-interference by the constabulary, will be found from line 1014 to 1046, and 
from line 2262 to 2281- 

We examined the locality, and are of opinion that, from the position of the 
firing party, and the line Head-constable Henderson had to take, it is more than 
probable he would not have reached the barrack, where he had but four men to 
turn out, who, had he been able to do so, had no chance, from the open nature 
of the ground, of coming on the party so as to secure them. 

As regards the July riots, there remains little to be noticed beyond the state- 
ment of Mrs. Hopewell Kelly, which leads to the inference that after the police 
went up to Mr. Donohue’s on the 14th, they suffered the mob to break from 
there, and return to wreck the houses in Albert-crescent, without interference. 
Head-constable Henderson, in his evidence, lines 909, 910, shows the reason of 
this. The constabulary returned by a different way to their barracks with 
prisoners. And subsequently to the attack, she states that she remained in the 
back of the bouse for safety, whence she did not see the subsequent movements 
of the armed force. 

It appears to us that throughout these unfortunate days the constabulary 
attacked the mobs without distinction, wherever they had a chance of coming 
up with them. That they were oftener engaged in the Pound district than in 
the Sandy-row, appears to have arisen from the excitement having been greater 
in that locality from the lanes and entries, which are very numerous, affording 
facilities for the congregation of larger numbers, while presenting more diffi- 
culties to the action of an armed force than the wider streets of that part of the 
Sandy-row district, which immediately joins Pound-street and Cullentree- 
road. 

Why the excitement and rioting should have a tendency to be greater in this 
latter than in the Sandy-row district on those occasions, does not'corae within 
our province to say. 

We have now gone through such parts of the evidence as we deemed to 
require particular notice. The rest of the facts will be found detailed in the 
evidence which we append. 

On the whole, considering the small amount of the force, not more than 30 
men, scattered through eight stations in a town like Belfast (we make no account 
of the local force, for they were admittedly a hinderance rather than a help) ; 
considering the extent of the field of contest, as well as its intricacy, the severity 
of the duty, stated to have been on an average extended over 20 hours out of 
the 24, for a whole week, we are of opinion that the men and their officer did as 
much as any men could do ; and that with that number, unless they had resorted 
to the extreme measure of firing — and from the admissions of all, had they done 
so, the majority of the victims would have been women and children, behind 
whom the rioters always ensconced themselves — they could not have suppressed 
these riots sooner, nor perhaps would they, owing to the desperate spirit of 
the parties, have been able to do so then but for the arrival of the reinforcements, 
which began to arrive on the night of Sunday the 19th. 

Ample testimony has been borne to the courage, decision and coolness of 
Mr. Bindon by the Maymr of Belfast (2235 to 2240), by Captain Verner, 
Mr. Tracy, r.m., Mr. Hunt, k.m., and among his men by Head-constable 
Henderson and Head-constable M’lntyre. In our opinion, these witnesses have 
not exaggerated his merits as an officer, and, so far as our inquiries go, we fully 
endorse their opinions. 

With regard to the September riots, we do not feel called upon to make any 
remark. The evidence respecting them reveals the same unhappy state of 
things and the same harassing and difficult line of duty. That the Catholic 
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mob were the first attacked, and furnished the only prisoners, appears to have 
arisen from a fatality in tiieir position, and a greater recklessness, which exposed 
them to difficulties which the better tact of their opponents enabled them to steer 
clear ot; but _we have nothing in evidence before us, nor could we find in public 
opinion any disposition to charge the constabulary, as a body, with partiality on 
this occasion (Mr Lyons’ Evid. passim). Tlieir defence against the charges 
made might have been rested on their having acted all through the riots, both of 
July and September, under the orders of the magistrates, but doing so might 
have left open the question whether fault did not lie somewhere, still, a question 
which, so far as actions are involved, we would submit are set at rest * 

Having thus discharged the duty imposed upon us, in a manner which we 
trust will meet your Excellency’s approbation, 



11 February 1858. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) George J. Goold, r.m. 

Geo. Fiizmaurice, ii.nr. 



Constable 
P. M'Givney, 



MmOTES of Evidence taken at an Inquiry held at Belfast, on the 1st day of 
February and 4e following days, under tile Warrant of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieatenant of Ireland into certain Charges brought against Harris Biadon, Esq., 
bub-lnspector of Constabulary, and the Constabulary under his Command, durino' the 
month of Jnly'lS^^ on the 13th and subsequent days of tlie 

Constable Patrick M'Givney. 

I 1“ Wy lost I was Stationed at North Queen-street, 

fsth tl"'™? "»ts i» July. Was on doty on the 

Ex, February i. ° , ; “ 7,? ’ *7 ''.oting on that evening about tlie end of Stanley-street where 

It conies into Albert-street, a quadrant road ; it was about seven o'clock. Tliere was a lar»e 
party of constabulary under the command of Mr. Bindon. The liist thing I saw was a laree 
crmyd of persons Heard reports oi fire-arms, and the noise of stones, or something similir 
coming off shatters; this noise appeared to be about 150 yards off, in the direction of 

rbont Vn d ™’ ^“,1 to the namber. We remained on parade 

i ’ ^ r. f "’“‘■“'sl heard the same sounds continuing, and saw boards 

not w f ”“,7’ brought out with great shouts, and thrown on the fire. 1 had 

not a view of Mr. Watson s houses at that time, but 1 judged it was from there thev came 
Sd I saw the blaze distinctly; tliere was a crowd about it. We 

did not move for some short time; I could not say how long. I did not remark a mavis 
Irate with us when we first moved on. We proceeded towards the fire, and passed the place 
"P and passed out before us. When tlie 

mob saw the cavalry they ran away into the houses opposite. Mr. Tracy e a came un 
before we moved, and gave us orders to load ; this was before the cavalry Lme m When 
we came up to whme the fire was there was no crowd ; the cavaliy had galloped on and 
dispersed them. We were led on into the streets that lead down into CnlLtre^e-road and 
then for .‘he lime I saw Dr. Magee, the magistrate, with us. The party seemed to 'have 
.A , ■ 1 u ^ 1 ? hwidcd here. We went up the streets leading off Cuilintree-road to ^he iSl ordS 

Aseertamed to be the people into their houses. I saw Mr. Tracy with another party doing the same in a stMt* 

Quadrant-street. on the right winch takes a curve and comes down towards ?>„rLm-sfreS S”Lk. fc^i- 
not say whether Ur. Magee was w ith ns or not before we first moved on. Ihwe was no 
rmting m the CuIlintree-road when we were there, that I saw. After putting the people in 
their houses we were brought down to M'llhone's Corner, where we remaine® tdlSish 
hearing any shots fired whilst we stood there except 
U think) two which were fired m the fields in front of us. Shortly after two prison’era wefe 

the'’sfi7h;?fi,edTtW^^ h-g""“‘).who stated that 

I cannot say whether the escape of that mob to which I have alluded was owing to the 
neglect of the constabulary; that would be an opinion. Sub-constable Fitzpatrick told me 
when we were standmg at M'llhone's Corner, that if the men had teen peSSd to have 

haran un*iSr7d“teTb"'“‘ *° C^teree-road, we could have identited one man, who 
ftad an umbrella, and bad been remarked urging on the mob, as he saw him standing inside 
77' !■ 7m this to Mr. Bindon nor to my head constable. My reason for 

5;'’'®"’"®“'"®® ‘hat I considered the magistrates, or whoCTer led tlie 
pol ce past those houses, vrere acting a one-sided part, and that when I did hear of the 
“n h have been useless to look for that individual, 

in rav miid^ "’® ’ 'va® "Ppermost 

14 vJare ihJ ^ , u 78®®*'®" whilst on the duty to my head constable. I aS nearly 

Mavr ®°”® ®hulary; 1 have served principally in Belfast; I was 14 months in 

Mayo. 1 am aware that when a magistrate is present with a police force, it acts in subordina. 
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tion to him- I beg to say that I flo not wish to impeach the impartiality of the magistrate 
with US, but I was ot opinon that Mr. Iracy was misled by the information he received from 
the local police, as they were constantly with him during these riots. 

I do not wish to make any charge against any of the constabulary with whom I was acting 
on that occasion ; I make none. I have no recollection at present of anything occurring 
worthy of observation as regards the constabulary acting at Belfast during the month ol" 
last July. 

With reference^ to an answer given by me before the Commission as to the “only two 
modes of accounting for the sub-inspectoi-’s conduct on that occasion (No. 10697 ),’- I wish 
to state that 1 regret having given expression to that opinion; it was given under cross- 
examination, and when pressed by an adverse advocate. 

1 was on duty also in Belfast on the 6th of September last. 1 was of a party that was 
called out to the Custom-house. We were under Mr. Bindon. Mr. Lyons, the magistrate, 
met us at the Town-hall, and accompanied us to the Custom-house. When we got there, 
I saw the people running to and fro. There were two parties. We had drawn across the 
road, at the end of the victoria Hall, between the two parties. The mob on the town side 
of us collected at the end of Waring-street, and 1 saw some of them throwing stones or 
something towards the quay. The mounted men were ordered to charge up Waring-street, 
and we “ doubled” after them, and went up North-street. We were marched round Carrick- 
hill, and down Donegal-street. When we got to the bottom of Donegal-sireet the word 
came that the mob were in collision again. We were doubled down again to the foot of 
Waring-street, and charged the mob, which ran before us. We turned round towards 
High-street, and continued at the double up to the Bank-buildings. We halted there for 
breath, when word came that the mobs were again in collision at the Custom-house. We 
proceeded there again, and found two mobs throwing stones at each otljer. Mr. Lyons 
continued with us all along. He arrested a prisoner, as I was informed, and handed him 
over to a constable. Four or five others were arrested by the constabulary. There was 
another party with bludgeons at a distance from us ; they were about 60 or 70 yards away. 
I saw no bludgeons used, but I saw them throwing stones. We did not go near them. 
They were on the steps of the Custom-house, and in front of it. 'I’be military came down 
and took possession of the steps; but as it was raining, I cannot say whether it was for 
shelter, or to disperse the mob, that they did so. However, shortly after they straggled 
' away. Afterwards, we got orders to clear the footways from Mr. Biiidon. Three or' four 
men were ordered from the front to this. 

I saw one of our men’s hand injured after the riot. He stated he was hit by a stone, 
which I believe came from the party at the Custom-house, as the stones of the other party 
were thi'own towards the quay, and this ]>arty Iiad its back to us. 

The mounted men galloped in front of us the whole time we were going throu>rh the 
streets, as described. I heard (and it was generally stated) that the opposing parties had 
collected there on account of an expected open-air sermon, but I saw no preaching. We 
were engaged some time securing the prisoners we took, and we formed on the ground whei e 
tlie mob had been whom we engaged ; the other party remained on the Custom-house steps. 
I do not consider that the majority of the mob (on the first occasion that we pursued them 
up Waring-street) further than the Commercial-buildings ; but the mounted men did gallop 
up North-street, and there were people flying from them. There were no further riots, that 
I remember, after this day- 

In reference to what I stated, with regard to seeing on the 18th of July the shutters or 
boards which I supposed to have been taken from Mr. Watson’s house, thrown on to the 
fire, I wish now, on recollection, to state, that I cannot distinctly state that 1 did see them 
thrown on the fire, because the crowd was round the fire, and between me and it. 

Cross-examined by Bindon, S. I.C.] I think from where we were drawn up on the evening 
of the 18 th, near the bairack in Burham-street, Mr. Watson’s houses could not be seen. It 
would have been necessary to go to the other side of the street to get a view of them. I did 
not notice the whole of the mob that wrecked Mr. Watson’s houses, but I think I saw a 
good part of it. It is a fact that I could not see that mob in the act of pulling down the 
shutters from where we were ; the crowd within my view was a couple of hundred, at the 
outside; there were men, women, and children. I moved out half across the street to look 
attliecrowd. I rememberthe night Mrs. Donohue’s house was wrecked ; I am aware there 
were prisoners arrested that night. I believe some of them belonged to the Sandy-row 
party. I am not aware whether you (Mr. Bindon) arrested them with your own hand. 
I cannot charge my memory with your (Mr. Bindon) impressing on the men the necessity of 
identifying the rioters, but I will not say you did not. 1 am not aware of the party being 
divided before we went up Waring-street the first time on the 6th of September, nor of one 
part being left at the bottom of Waring-street. I do not remember our being marched up 
near the bludgeon-men that day. i was with Mr. Bindon’s party, and I was not near them. 
I cannot charge my memory with ever stating or thinking, that Mr. Bindon ever gave a one- 
sided order. I was in the front section of the parly at the Custom-house. 

(signed) Patrick M'Givney, 

5519, Constable. 



Sworn before us, at Durham-.strect, in the town of Belfast, this First day of February 
1 sr>Q. 



(signed) George J, Goold- 
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Constable 
J. M’Auley. 



FeDniary a. 



Constable James M‘Auley. 

. I AM stationed at Fails road in the town of Belfast for the last two years and nine 
months. I was on duty during the riots that occurred in Belfast, in July and September 
last ; I was under Mr. Bindon’s command. The first rioting I remember particularly, was on 
the 14th of July, at Mrs. Donohue's house; it occurred about eight o’clock at niglit. 
4 . message came to the Durham-street barracks where Mr. Bindon was, that a woman’s 
house was being wrecked. The party was immediately turned out, and proceeded with 
Mr. Bindon to the house of Mrs. Donohue, by the shortest way; the party was about 
30 men. There were two contending parties there ; we got between the two parties who 
were throwing stones at each other, and took some prisoners. One party was Roman 
Catholic, the other Protestant. 

I tiiink there were five prisoners taken, and the mob was dispersed . This took about 
lo or 20 minutes; no damage was done to the property after we got up. I heard no shots 
fired among these parties, but 1 heard some fired at a distance; Mr. Bindon arrested two of 
the party. One of them belonged to the bandy-row side; the rest were arrested by the 
men of our party ; we could not arrest more, because they ran away. The parties were taken 
up and fined the following day at the petty sessions. 

On the same night after our return from Mrs. Donohue’s (almost half an hour) we were 
called out again (about 10 o’clock) to Mr. Watson’s houses at Albert-crescent, where we 
found two large parties assembled, one on each side of the street. There were shots fired 
from both parties. Word ran that the police were coming, and they fled, some down the 
Pound-loaning, the others to Stanley-street. We had only 12 men altogether; under the 
charge of constable Wilson. There was no magistrate with us at this time. We were 
unable to take any prisoners. I could not observe whether any damage hud been done 
as the lamps were all put out. The patrols were continued till near two o’clock a.m., but 
nothing further occurred that night to my knowledge. Nothing particular occurred till the 
night of the 18tb. There was evident excitement every night, but it generally died away 
about ten o’clock, but notliing occurred, except that the lamps were always put out, and 
the streets were in darkness. 

On the evening of the 18th I paraded, by Mr. Bindon’s orders, at six o’clock. I ihink 
there were about 25 or 30 men at Durham-street. We were in the yard of the barrack ; 
about seven o’clock we had orders to fall in, which we did on the footway in Albert-sireet. 
In a few minutes Mr. Bindon came round the corner in company with Mr. Tracy, h.m.; 
ne gave the order to load. The men were numbered off and loaded, which took from five 
to ten minutes. The men immediately formed four deep, and we proceeded towards Mr. 
Watson’s houses, where we understood damage was being done (though we had not, to 
my knowledge, received any positive information of the fact). From where we stood on 
parade we could see a pan of the Sandy-row mob. I also saw a fire on the waste ground 
to the left of the street. As we were moving up, I saw a woman coming from the direction 
of Mr. Watson’s houses with a part of the window frame over her head, and a part of the 
blind attached, which she threw into the fire. I was on the right of the subdivision, and 
could not see Mr. Watson’s houses. Just as we were moving off our ground the dragoons 
came up, and went on in advance. We followed them at the double. When we came up 
to where the fire was we found the street strewn with stones, and the mob flying in every 
direction Jjefore the dragoons. We could not get near them to take prisoners. The Sandy- 
row party got away over the waste ground on the left. They were the nearest to us. I 
saw immediately after a number of people about Quadrant-street, and the streets in ihat 
direction. We continued pursuing the parties, but we were unable to make any prisonera, 
because on the approach of the police the parties either desisted from doing what they were 
doing previously, or fled so quietly in various directions that we could not identify any 
individual as beins concerned in the riot. 

I remained out until near three o’clock in the morning. Before I returned to the barracks 
I heard shots (I should say from both sides) during the night. 1 did not see who fired the 
shots, nor the spot from which they were fired. We searched several houses whence persons 
stated shots had been fired, but found no arms in any of them. During these riots my 
opinion is, that everything was done that was possible to make the rioters amenable, and 
that nothing more could be done by us. The constabulary were on foot every night from 
six o’clock in the evening, till two or three o’clock in the morning from the 11 th of July until 
Sunday the 1 9th. On that night an augmentation of force began to arrive, and the men got 
relief. Till that time we had only about 3H constabulary to do the whole duty. 

About the end of August some slight disturbances began to take place in consequence 
of the “open air,” or “street preaching,” but not of a serious nature. We had then a 
large force, and anything of the sort was easily suppressed. 

On the 6th of September, I was on duty under the command of Mr. Bindon. The men 
were ordered to march in the first instance to the Police-office and wait for orders. In some 
time orders came for us to move to the Custom-house. At the foot of Waring-street the 
force was divided at the request of the magistrates. 0ns division, under Mr. Bindon, went 
up Waring-street, and the division to which I belonged moved with Mr. Hunt, r.m., and 
Dr. Magee to Corporation-square, where we remained till about five o’clock, when we re- 
joined r^r. Bindon in High-street. The duty of my division was to keep the streets clear 
in the nsighbourhood of where the preaching was going on. I saw no disturbance during 
the whole time I was there. The force returned to Durham-street barrack without anything 
further occurring. On that night I was out on patrol, under Head-constable Henderson 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DURING THE DISTURBANCES AT BELFAST IN 1857. 7 

(in cor^equencft of shots being fired, to see where the firing was). As we were proceeding 
down Barrack-street, we were met by a shower of stones thrown by a mob rather to our 
right, and standing at the end of Hamill-street. We -saw them; tliese were about ten 
perches on. Ihe head constable and 1 were struck, and several of the men. The head 
constable ordered us to charge, which we did, but when we got up the mob had all disap- 
peared either into entries or houses, but we could not find them. We returned to quarters 
in about an hour, and another patrol went out. About ten o’clock Head-constable 
Henderson s parly was turned out again, in consequence of a report that our men had been 
obliged to fire in Barrack-street. We patrolled in that direction, but when we came up, 
whatever disturbance had occurred was over. 

1 am aware that whilst we were out there was another patrol out at Pound-street, under 
Head-constable M'Jntyre. About two o’clock in the morning I was relieved, and went 
with my party to my station in Falls-road, the other men returning to their respective sta- 
tions. About four o’clock, Mr. Bindon, accompanied by Head-constable Rankin, came to 
my barrack, and turned out the party, in consequence of renewed firing in the Sandy-row 
and Pound-loaning districts. By his order, I proceeded with my party to Albert-street 
church for the purpose of intercepting any of the rioters who might fly from the other police 
parties. While there, I was reinforced from tlie Durham-street barrack. There was great 
excitement, horns blowing, doors slamming, but nothing occurred to call us into action. 
We were ordered to load before proceeding on tliis duly. It was near six o’clock in the 
morning when we returned to quarters. "Everything was quiet. The firing had ceased 
some time before. From the position in which I was standing on the night of the 18 th of 
July, when we fiist formed in Albert-street, I had a better opportunity than any one in the 
paity of seeing anything going on towards Mr. Watson’s houses. I remember as we were 
going up to Mr. Donohue s house on the I4th of July, Mr. Bindon was much in advance 
of the party, and shortly after I saw him handing over a prisoner to Sub-constable 
M’Gennis. 

1 am quite certain that on the 6 th of September the constabulary party was not halted 
from the time we left the Police-office uniii they reached the end of Wariiig-street. I was 
placed in charge of a section on leaving the barracks. My orders were that no man was 
to leave his ranks for any purpose without orders from Mr. Bindon, as there was a party 
told off specially for the purpose of making arrests. 

Mr. Bindon was with my party on the last occasion that 1 was turned out by him on tlie 
morning after the 6 th of September, and proceeded with us to Albert-street church. During 
these riots the men were always finally dismissed by Mr. Bindon in person, and I would 
beg to add that he was never absent from his men when his presence was required. 

James M‘Aulej/, 4275, Constable. 



Head Constable James M'lni^re. 

I AM stationed at Ballymacarrett for the last 12 years. I was on duty in Belfast in the 
month of J iily last. On the evening of the 15th of that month I was placed in charge of a 
party of 10 men at the end of Cuilintree-road ; I was sent there by Mr. Bindon, the sub- 
inspector. About eight o’clock on that evening, there being a great number of people in 
the street, and little girls going about in rings, singing, “Three cheers for Muftins’-corner, 
and to hell with Sandy-row,” which was likely to create disturbance, I proceeded to clear 
the street. I then found the footpaths and the streets had been broken up, and the stones 
and brickbats - were lying all about. Before we moved, Mr. Bindon joined us with a 
reinforcement; the people were very unwilling to disperse for us. Until then, my duty was 
only to keep the people of that side to get back to the Sandy-row people. We found the 
streets ripped up five yards in front of where we had been, but the crowd was so thick it 
had been done without our seeing it. I had heard shots fired at a distance from both sides, 
but I could not tell whence exactly the shots came. Mr. Tracy, e. m. came up with 
Mr. Bindon. He advised the people to go into their houses. They seemed unwillino- 
generally, but some did. The houses were cram-full of them. We advanced alono- the 
street, and after we had passed stones were thrown at us. Many of the men complained of 
being hurt; we kept patrolling round about and made several arrests. I consider we made 
as many arrests as we could possibly make at the time. I think our force was about 30 
men. It was about one o’clock in the morning when I was discharged, and returned to my 
station; Mr. Bindon was with me ail the time. 1 did not hear of, nor see any houses 
wrecked that night, I was not in tlie Sandy-row district that night. The next evening I 
went at tlie same hour, and about the same lime, to the same post. 'The street was free at 
first, but as soon as the mills were discharged it became as full as ever. I was at M'llhone’s- 
corner with my men, right across the street, to keep the two parties separate. They were 
both trying to get at each other. Between eight and nine o’clock, one of the local police 
named Sam Green was sitting at MHlhoiie’s door, with his feet stretched out. I advised 
him not to expose himself, as there were shots firing. He did move at last, and had not 
been gone four minutes, when a bullet struck the jamb of the door. My party made several 
arrests that night Dr. Magee, the magistrate, was with me; several other magistrates also 
were with me from time to time, viz. Mr. Tracy, n. ii., Dr. Lyons, Mr. M'Namara. 
Mr. Bindon joined me about eight or nine o’clock, with the rest of the party, some of them 
.told off for arrests. We made tlie arrests without knowing to what party or religion the 
.person belonged. We made as many arrests as wc possibly could. 1 think we remained 
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on that night till two o’clock ; no wrecking of houses or assaults came under my observation 
this night. _ A 'gi-eat number of shots were fired in every direction during the night They 
appealed principally fired from back doors and over walls. On Friday evening I was a^ain 
on duty j we paraded at the Durham-street barrack; at five o’clock, we were joined by° the 
cavalry, and went into the Sandy-row district. Mr. Hindon and Mr. Tracy, R. h, were with 
us, also Mr. Lyons. We moved up Durham-street to clear away a large mob. The Riot-Act 
was read by, 1 think, 'Mr. Lyons. The mob was dispersed. The infantry charged them 
into a field near the railway, and took some prisoners. The cavalry charged up Sandy-row 
to beat them back. We then came down and patroled by the Crescent, and into the other 
district. We arrested on that night as many people as we could, consistent with our streni’-th. 
We saw no damage done to person or property that night, nor was such reported to 'me. 
I returned to quarters about two o’clock in the morning. The party was dismissed by 
Mr. Bindon. ^ 

On the 18th we paraded at five o’clock, in the yard of Durham-street barracks. We 
heard a great number of shots fired. About six o’clock we were warned by Mr. Bindon, to 
turn out at a moment, and shortly after were turned out. We mustered I think 28 men. 
We fell in on the footpath in Albert-street, next to the barracks. We remained a short 
hme before a magistrate came up, say from seven to ten minutes, Mr. Tracy then came up. 
The first thing he did was to desire Mr. Bindon to load ; I was on the right, and fell back 
and loaded my carbine. Head-constable Henderson then came up. As soon as we were 
loaded the cavalry came up at <i gallop, and rode down the street ; we followed as quick as 
we could run. Before we were moved up I saw people bringing things like blinds, the like 
from the houses, and throw them on a fire that was lighted on the side of the road. I saw 
one woman carrying a shutter over her head in triumph; I saw another carrying a window 
blind, this latter was thrown into the fire. We could not arrest any one, because the cavalry 
dispersed them before us ; there was no unnecessary time consumed in numbering off and 
loading, but after numbering off we stood about five minutes doing nothing. The magistrate 
was not there^ then; but the moment he came and gave the Differ to load, not a moment 
was lost. 1 did not mention to Mr. Bindon that 1 saw this damage doing, because he was 
standing near me. From where I stood I saw a part of the crowd, but not more than from 
60 to 60. 



There were a great number of women and children. The fire was about half way between 
the corner and the new barrack, about opposite Quadrant-street. My statement i.s that 
when we were standing on the footpath, I moved over to the other side of the street, that 
from there I could see Mr. Watson’s houses as well as the fire; that there was no one 
between roe and the fire ; that I saw people tearing away the shutters and frames from Mr. 
Watson s ho^es, and running towards the fire with them ; but I cannot say what they did 
with them, with the exception of one woman, whom I saw throw something like a piece of 
canvas on ^he fire. No one of the constabulary party moved over to where I did, but 
myself. No man of the party could see the houses from where they were standing. I will 
not swear Mr. Bindon went as far across the street as I did. 

three o’clock in the morning, I remained patrollin" 
with the infantry. About twelve o’clock the militaiy were resting along the the front ol’ 
-Albert-crescent, when a shot was fired from the fields in front of them. They immediately 
ran across, and brought back one or two prisoners; I cannot say whether any arms were 
found on them. On this night the constabulary were going from house to house, and dis- 
tinguishing, as weU as they could, strangers in the district from the inhabitants, to see that 
no one remained who had no business there. 



There was not an appearance of a stir in the streets when we left them to return to our 
barracks. 

Next day (Sunday) I came on duty at one o’clock, and was through the same localities 
till 12 0 clock at night, when the reinforcements came in, when I was relieved ; the street 
was full, but there was no disturbance. I was again ordered into Belfast on duty on the 
6th of beptember; we paraded m Durham-street barracks, I think about 100 strong; we 
marched under Mr. Bmdon’s orders to the police-office ; we remained there about 20 minutes 
when (-aptain Verner came up, and said there were large crowds where Mr. Hanna was 
preaching. We went down Victoria-street to the end of Waring-street ; Mr. Lyons was 
with us; there was a party at the end of Waring-street ; 1 saw them throwing stones at 
another party down op the quay ; we had three mounted men; they charged this party, 
and two of our divisions followed with Mr. Bindon, two other divisions being left at the 
bottom of Waring-street to keep the crowd there in order. My division followed Sir. Bindon • 
we chased the mob up Waring-street, North-street, round Carrick-hill, down Donegal- 
street, and Waring-street again. When we got back to the end of Waring-street we 
found a large mob again throwing stones towards the quay, where another party was; we 
charged this mob, which fled up High-street; we pursued as far as the Bank-buildings ; 
1 did not see the party at the quay throwing stones ; they had like sticks in their hands ; 
the other division of police and infantry and cavalry were engaged with them, drivimr them 
back up the quay. From the Bank-buildings we returned to the bottom of High-street, 
where we found a mob again stone-tiirowing at the mob on the quays ; we arrested nine of 
the stone-throwers; Mr. Lyons was with us all the time. After we had arrested these 
prisoners, I went along with Mr. Thompson along the quays to look after people with 
bludgeons, but we did not see one. The rain came on very heavy, and helped to disperse 
the crowd ; I continued patroliingto 10 o’clockat night, when I was joined by Mr. Bindon, 
who marched us in the direction of Barrack-street, where we heard a great noise ; I did 
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not 20 all the length with him, bein^ sent hack by Mr. Hunt, who came with me, as also 
Mr. Stevenson. On reaching Barrack-street we found Mr. Bindon and his party in a gate- 
way, the mob throwing stones at them as fast they could ; Mr. Stevenson was struck at 
that time, and cut. The mob appeared very numerous ; they were not only in Barrack- 
street, but in all the cross streets. Mr. Hunt gave Mr. Bindon orders to load and fire a 
volley; we loaded, and as soon as I was loaded I fired down the street; the men were 
ordered up by files to front to fire ; Mr. Bindon remained in front to see the men fire, and 
return as soon as they had fired. Notwithstanding that several shots were fired, the mob 
continued pelting us with stones, and calling out, “ Fire again ; we don’t regard you.” 
I returned to the barracks with Mr. Hunt, R. m , to get a reinforcement of men, and endea- 
vour to get in the rear of the mob ; but on hearing us they got away into the houses ; the 
party on this duly consisted of 14 men. On the next morning 1 examined the places where 
the mob had been standing, and I found the pavement torn up, and the paving-stones lying 
where we had been. The firing lasted more than five minutes. After the mob had 
got away thus into the houses, we patrolled the streets until all was quiet. The reinforce- 
ment I took up from the barracks to Mr. Bindon consisted of about 50 men, but they were 
not called into action. During the whole of the riots in July and in September I consider 
ttiat everything was done that was possible ; and that the causes of their lasting so long 
were, in the first instance, the small number of men, the nature of the locality, which 
enabled the mob to get out of our view and way down side streets and entries, and also 
into the houses close to them. The moment we entered any street there was an immediate 
shout of the “ Peelers,” and warning whistles weie heard in every direction, on which the 
crowds disappeared, so that it was impossible to observe any person committing any par- 
ticular act for which we could have brought him up or identified him. In my opinion 
nothing but firing on the crowds earlier would have stopped them. 

About twelve o’clock that night 1 was dismissed to my own station, and resumed my 
ordinary duties. I saw Mr. Bindon all through these riots act with energy, and undergo a 
greut_ deal of fatigue in the discharge of his duties. I wish to add this without being 
questioned on the subject. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. JBiridon.] When I came to Durham-street barrack in the evening 
of the 15th of July, I received my orders from Mr. Bindon to join Constable David Wilson, 
at Cullintree-road, with 10 men, and remain with him. I do not remember on any evening, 
from the 16th out, that a reinforcement had to be sent to Quadrant-street to bring Constable 
Wilson and his party out of it, as they were unable to maintain themselves there. I think 
it was on Friday night I first saw Mr. Lyons ; it was at Durham-street barracks. I cannot 
say who gave the order to fall in on Saturday evening, but I think it must have been Mr. 
Bindon ; we fell in in the back yard of the barrack. I saw Mr. Bindon in the yard when 
we fell in. When a party falls in the head constable’s place is to the right, or in the rear 
of his division ; when Mr. Bindon is in command of a party it is his custom to make all the 
men, including head constables, keep their proper place, I distinctly state that I did, after 
the party has been turned out, and were drawn up in Albert-street close to the barrack on 
the pathway, go across the street to where the timber lay, and that Mr. Bindon was then 
present. My evidence is, that we were numbered off in the yard; that after that Mr. 
Bindon went out into the street alone, by a wicket which opens into Albert-street ; that 
he came twice to the wicket, and said, “Head-constable M'lntyre, be ready to turn the 
men out at a moment’s notice that he shortly ordered me to turn out the men ; that I did 
so through the same wicket; that they formed on the footpath, and that I remained in front 
until Mr. Tracy came up and gave the order to load, when 1 fell back into my place, and 
loaded my carbine. The men were not numbered off in the street, to my recollection. 
Constable M'Auley was on tlie right. Constables Cunningham and Simpson were also 
present. When I went over towards the timber, Mr. Bindon was about the middle of the 
street. I went over about two paces further than where he stood. — (To Mr. Fitzmaurice.) I 
was about four or five minutes on the street before I went over to the opposite side of the 
street. 1 am still under the impression that the minutes consumed before Mr. Tracy 
came up were lost, because though 1 could not see Mr. Watson’s houses, I could distinctly 
liear the smashing of glass and timber, with occasional yells. 1 do not know if any of the 
other men heard it. 1 never had any conversation with any of them on the subject. The 
answers reported to have been given by me before the Commissioners (No. 10802, 10809 
loan), where it is stated that I saw the mob wreck the shutters and burn them in the 
streets, is not correct. I sawionly the one thing bxirnt which I stated above, viz., a piece of 
limber, with a blind or piece of canvas attached to it, which was burned by a woman.^ I see 
an answer (No. 10790) reported to have been made by me to the following question ; “ Do 
you recollect the time when you saw the woodwork blazing iu the street; at that time did 
you make use of any expression with regard to your not being led forward ?” which answer 
IS as follows : “ I said it was monstrous to see such conduct in Belfast, in the public streets, 
witii parties coming from the Sandy-row district.” That answer has no reference to the 
constabulary. I only meant tliat it was monstrous to see such vindictiveness from one party 
to anotlier, as to lead them to such violence. I did not add anything about Sandy-row at 
the time. The observatioh was perfectly general, neither referring, as I have said, to the 
coitslabulary nor to the burning of ihe woodwork in particular. My answer to question 
J0«27, only refers to what took place whilst. 1 was in the Gullintree-road on the 15th and 
Jfith of July; 1 do not mean to say lliat the police (constabulary) were not resisted, that is 
contraiy to the fact. With regard to the arrests made on tiie tith' of September, I considered 
B ihe 



Head Constable 
J. M'Intyre. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Head-Constable 
J. M‘lntyre, 



Constable. 

M'Givney. 



Constable 
P. M‘Auley. 



Constable 
P. Cunningham. 
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the mob, who were throwing stones and whom we arrested, were not the preaching party. 
They were in my opinion the Catholic party. They pelted ns when they got the oppor- 
tunity, as well as they did the party, or mob, -down on the quay. Mo person was arrested 
who was not throwing stones. After we had secured the prisoners and left a small party in 
charge with them, Mr. Bindon went with about 30 or 40 men towards the “ preaching 
party,” who were on the steps of the Post-office, and on those of the front next the quay. 
We went through them back and forwards.. I saw no sticks or bludgeons in their hands, 
but the ground was strewed with pieces of barrels. ■ Wliil'st we were there the military 
(infantry and cavalry) came up, the. cavalry at a. gallop.; between them they cleared the 
steps and the quays. The ruin came on shortly,- and helped to scatter them. I was sent 
afterwards with Mr. Thompson through another' pa.i't of the same mob; but we saw no 
stickg in their hands, the ground was in the .same way as before, covered with pieces of 
staves; but apparently owned by no one. I should say the amount of the “preaching 
party” mob, when we went down, was up to 5,000. 

With reference to the statement made in Mos. J0576-7-8-9, that I was cursing in front 
of the men at’ not being led forward, I deny having ever done so. I denied its accuracy 
before the Commissioners, nor did I hear the men calling to each other in the same strain, 
as is there stated. Had I heard any man murmur in the ranks I should have reported it to 
the officer. 

With reo ard to the statement in 10871, 10872, as to the discipline kept up by Mr. Bindon 
in the force, I have to say, that in issuing any district orders he puts his instructions on one 
side, and the regulations of the Inspector-general, to which he calls attention, on the other, 
invariably. 

(signed) J. M‘Intyre, 

becond Head Constable. 

Sworn before us, at Belfast, this 3d day of February. 

(signed) G. J. Goold. 



Constable M‘Givney, re-called; and confronted with Head Constable M‘ Intyre. 

His attention is called to query 1 0576. He states that as to his being made to say, that 
“the head constable was cursing or damning, and so were*all the men,” it is incorrect, so 
far as it relates to the men cursing; but they certainly in the ranks were asking why they 
were not led forward, and what was the cause of the delay. He adheres to his answer 
in 10579. He is satisfied that he heard the cursing alluded to, but cannot recollect the 
exact words. Mr. Bindon at the time was considerably down on the left, looking towards 
Mr. Drew’s church. The head constable was nearly opposite our right. Mr. Bindon was 
further from the head constable than the head constable was from us. The party was 
numbered off in the street, not in the yard, to ray recollection. The answer to 10572 
is incorrect, except as qualified by 10674. 

(signed) Patrick M‘Givney, 

5519, Constable. 



Constable Patrick M‘Auley, re-called; and confronted with Head Constable M‘ Intyre. 

On the 18th the party was numbered off in the street. The party was told off by 
sections and subdivisions in the' yard previously by Head-constable M'Intyre. Mr. Bindon 
called out of the ’nack window to fall in, and we then fell in on the iootway; that is 
my recollection. 

(signed) James M‘AjJey, 

4276, Constable. 



Constable Hobett Cunninyhnm. 

I REMEMBER the 18th of July last; we were ordered to fall in about six or seven 
o’clock in the evening. I think it was Head-constable M‘Intyre that fell in ihe party ; 
as well as I recollect, Mr. Bindon was in his office, and Head-constable M'Intyre told us 
off; Mr. Bindon came into the yard after, as 1 recollect. We were filed off through the 
back wicket into the street. 1 cannot remember any numbering off having taken place in 
the street, but I am not sure. Mr. Bindon moved up to the top of Albert-street, aboui two 
perches from the party, until Mr- Tracy came, which was in a few minutes. They looked 
for a moment to where the disturbance was going on, and then we got the order to load. 

It is not Mr. Bindon ’s practice to leave the numbering off of a party to head constables 
when going on duty. I never knew an instance of it, but my impression still is, that the 
numbering off on that evening was done by the head constable. — (To Mr. Bindon). I 
remember the 15th and 16th of July. I recollect being sent up 6n Thursday the P«th, in 
the evening, to Albert-crescent. I remember Head-constable Henderson coming down to 
your assistartce with a party. I was one of a party who went out 6n that night to recon- 
noitre; near Albert-crescent we tame in contact with the two contending factions, and we 

were 
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were not strong enough to move on, and sent back for assistance to the barrack, on the 
arrival or winch we returned to our barrack. Constable Wilson was in charge of our party. 
I did not see Ilcad-constable M'Intyre oil that evening. About half an 'hour after we 
returned as above stated, the military came down, and we returned with them towards 
Albert-crescent- The mob dispersed into the houses as we advanced. 



(signed) Robert Cunningham, 

5013, Constable. 



Constable David Wilson. 

I AM stationed at Cromar-street, in Belfast. I remember the riots in July. I remember 
going with a party, on either the 15th or. 16 th of that month, up Albert-street. We met 
the Samly-row mob m an entry called North Queen-street Entry. Just beyond, at (iuadrant- 
street, we met the Pound-street mob. I placed myself between them. My party being 
ot only eight men, and the mobs large, 1 sent to Durham-street barracks for a reinforce- 
ment, which came up under Head-constable Henderson. After he joined me I fell into the 
ranks. We then moved upon both mobs, and broke them up. Soon after, we were marched 
down to the barracks, and mustered with an additional force, and tlien went again on duty 
under the commai^ of Mr. Biiidon. 1 do not remember Head -constable M'Intyre being on 
duty with me in Culimtree-road on any day during the riots, except Sunday. 1 was sent 
up to the Cullmtree-road about three o’clock, and Head-constable MTntyre joined me there 
and took the command. I am certain I was not in charge of a party in the Cullimree-road^ 
except on Sunday, the 19th of July. We made no prisoners on the night 1 have first 
mentioned. The reason we made so few prisoners was, that the mobs ran like hares before 
us, and would not let us get up to them. We did our best to identify parties, and the 
smartest men of the force were specially told off for the purpose of making’ arrests • and this 
duty was particularly enforced upon us bv the magistrates. I saw no sign of pariiality on 
the part of the constabulary in their action upon the mobs. We acted against whichever 
mob came m our way, and we were treated alike by both parties. On the evening on which 
i met the two parties in Aibert-stveet, as stated in the first part of my evidence, some of the 
L called me by name “to come up ” alone, and they would not hurt me. 

Who these were I c^uld not tell, for they kept in the background. I went up to them, 
ihey said that the bandy-row mob were coming to wreck Mr. Watson’s houses. I desired 
riiem to keep back in their own district, and I would take care the other mob should not do 
that mischief. 

(signed) David Wilson, 

Constable, 1470. 



Captain William Verner, j. p. for County of Antrim. 

, Mil. Bindon has been constantly under my orders in rioting ; I have known him e.vpose 
himself m a very daring, even foolliardy manner. I was so strongly impressed with the 
deteimination and coolness of this officer m the discharge of his duty, that I made it the 
subject of observation to several persons. I have always seen him, and especially during 
the months of July and September, discharge his duty admirably, and with perfect and 



(signed) 



William Thomas Bristow Lyons, Esq. 



William Verner, 
Captain, R. A. A. 



I AM a magistrate of the county of Antrim. I was on duty .as a magistrate several times 
during the riots in July, and also m September and the latter end of August. I consider 
the police force did their duty to the utmost of their power. 1 have seen July riots for many 
years, but I consider the last nots as liaving different features from former ones and as 
liavmg been-much more difficult to deal with, inasmuch as tire religious feeliiur was much 
more deeply engaged in the matter, and the determination to continue figlitino- on both sides 
was stronger. In former years the narties met, and having had one figlft. there was an end 
ot the matter, whereas this year both parties seemed to watch the police for days, and when- 
ever they could evade the obseiwation of the police, kept up renewed attacks on the persons 
and property of their opponents. I consider it was quite impossible to put down the Julv 
riots sooner than was the case; they came on the authorities by surprise; they were con- 
vinced from all they heard, that the usual period of political disturbance would pass off with 
pertect quiet. No preventive measures were therefore taken by calling in additional force 
J he force m the town was therefore insufficient to suppress a disturbance, the area of which 
became much wider than any I can remember. In fact nearly the whole town may be said 
to have congregated into the Sandy-row and Pound districts, where they crammed the 
houses ready for action. I.wish to qualify what is stated above, as to there'beino- formerly 
one -good fight on the 12th of July ; that is not exactly my meaning; there might be fight’s 
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W. T.B. Lyons, going on for two or three days at that period, but in those days the contending parties were 
Esq. on one side exclusively Orange, on the other Catholic, but vritli many liberal Protestants 

p well as Catholics opposed to the former, whereas now the side opposed to the Catholics 

is exclusively Protestant; not exclusively Orange, for many einra^eti in the late riots 
especially in September, were not engaged in them as Orangemen, fuid’were not Oraii'''fiiuen 
in fact, but engaged as Protestants generally, as opposed to'^tlie other side. ° 

On the 6th of September 1 went down to the Custom-house with a pariy of police mmi- 
bering about 25, in charge of Mr. Bindon. It was about a quarter past three • 1 did so in 
consequence of having gone down to the quay to see how matters were o-oiiio-’ (,n as there 
was to be open-air preaching, and having seen u large mob collected there. This made me 
return at once for the police, and I went down with them as I stated above. By the direc- 
tion of the mayor 1 proceeded to disperse a mob at the corner of Waring-streeL I think 
from what I heard since, that this is wliat is called the Catholic party, but I did not know 
them, nor can I swear to it now. I dispersed this mob up Waring-street and North-street 
and from the direction it took, it would have appeared to belong to somewhere about Ewart’s 
mill. This was my reason for taking tlie police up so far as I did. The mounted police 
were m front of me pursuing the mob, and I supported them. My object was to get that- 
pyty out of the town. I then returned to Catrick-hill and Donegal-street, to tliefootof 
Waring-slreei again. Turning into Victoria-street, I saw a crowd in High-street, uhicli 
crowd we pursued, and dispersed up at tlie Old Bank-buildings. The constabulary were 
then halted. In about five minutes I saw the crowd gatherino- again at the corner of 
Victoiia-stieet and lligh-sireet. [ proceeded with Mr. Bindon alid his men as quickly as 
possible, and in doing so came on the crowd at tlie corner of Victoria-street, and took several 
prisoners (I think about nine), with stones actually in their hands. The mob to wliiclrtUey 
belonged were throwing stones towards the quay, I svas obliged to put several of tlie party- 
of constabulary that were with me in charge of the prisoners, which left me no sufficient 
force to act against another mob which was lower down, towards the quay, and had been 
throwing stones also. Some of the mob from which 1 had taken the prisoners’ complained 
to me that I took all the prisoners from their party, and called upon me to arrest some of 
the other; but I have stated above the reason why I could not. 

After this the party that had been acting with me went away on some other duty with 
some other magistrate for some time, and after their return I tooL them up about six o’clock 
to Hercules-street, where I drew them up to cut off the communication between the two 
parlies, as it was repoi-ted there was a targe party coming down from Smithfield. Having 
so placed the constabulary, I observed the mob collected at the corner of Berry-street, be- 
tween Hercules-street and Sinithfield. I advanced on them with the mounted men (two or 
three men), motioning lo Mr. Bindon to bring up liis men and draw them across Berry- 
street. I may here give an instance of the difficulty attending the arrest of people in tiiese 
streets. My horse was struck by a stone ; the mounted men pursued the parly who threw 
it; he got into a bouse, and slammed the door; in a second, the foot police broke in the 
door and searched the house, but the man was gone, having escaped over the back walls 
Nothing further worth notice occurred until about half-past eight o’clock, when the mob iti 
Pound-street were so violent and the stones flying so heavily, that the horses would not 
face them, and I had to read the Riot Act and order the men to load. At this time the 
mayor came up, and having been engaged all day, 1 retired, and left the constabulary under 
his direction, and, at his request, sending Mr. Hunt, r.m., to his assistance. 

(signed) fF. T. J3. Jyom. 

Head Constable Joseph [ieiidersoii. 

Head-Constable I WAS stationed at Durham-street in Belfast during the months of July and September 

J Henderson. On the nth of J uiy I was on duty at night, but nothing occurred, except that I heard a 

few random shots fired during the night. On the 12 tb'l was in New Darham-street with 

a party, in consequence of a crowd assembled there ; when I reached the spot it had dis- 
persed. As I was returnins down, I met a boy who said he had been struck ; he was 
bleeding m the face ; he said he did not know who struck him, but they had gone in the 
direction of Cullmtree-road. Earlier in the evening I had seen some parties goino- to 
Christ Church. They went inside the railings of the schoolhouse, and put oft orange scarfs 
after which they went into the church by a side door; I considered it to be°a lodge' 
ITiere were only men (about fifteen or twenty). The things they put on were like collars! 

They remained in church till near ten o’clock ; I did not see them 
out ; i was away on duty. I had no expectation of their bein^^' any 
noting last July. I have been in Belfast nearly 23 years; I'never 
saw a 12th of July that I expected to be so quiet up to six o’clock on 
this Sunday evening. About eight o’clock i was in the barrack ; I 
heard a stir m the street, and ran to the window. I saw the people in 
the street agitated, and was informed a y;o«ng man named Loughran had 
driven up on a car with orange lilies in his hand ; to that I ascribe 
the collecting of the mob in Pound-street, as he drove up there. 
Nothing occurred that night worth noticing, except the firing of some 
shots in Ihe Sandy-row and Pound districts. I returned to the bar- 
racks between eleven and twelve o’clock. On Monday nothiiur 
occurred during the day ; in the evening I saw some cars pass with 
young men and women, some having orange lihes. I heard they 
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•were coing to a ball at tbe Corn Exchange; they came from Sandy-row side, and turned 
down College-street. About eight o’clock in the evening word was brought that a mob 
iiad collected about Barrack-street, bad thrown stones, and done damage to a house of 
Mr. Watts. Mr. Bindon immediate^ turned out the party, and proceeded there; Mr. 

1 racy and the mayor were with us. Passing Lettuce-hill, leading into Barrack-street, stones 
were thrown, and some of the men hit; I did not see the parties who threw them; they 
were in a street to the rear of us. When we came up to VA’atts’s house we found it damaged, 
but the mob gene ; no person was identified as being connected with this outrage. We 
rernained on duty with Mr. Bindon for some time in that district. The local police com- 
|ilained lo Mr. Bindon ihat they had again been struck near Mr. Watts’s house. Mr. 
Bindon went there ; on our approach, paities ran, but we could not get near tl)em ; as we 
went on, stones were thrown at us from entries in our rear. We returned to quarters about 
eleven o clock p. m. ; everything was then perfectly quiet. 

On Tuesday evening, from information we got about eight o’clock, we marched up to 
wliere two parties were assembled, the Sandy-row party in the New-road, the Pound-street 
party in the Pound-loaning, about a stone’s throw from each other. When they saw us, 
both parries ran ; we could not get near enough to identify any of either party. We remained 
there about half-an-hour till all was quiet, and then returned to barracks. About nine 

0 clock we beard the two parties had met again at the same place. M r. Bindon turned out 
the party and went up. We were about 3f) strong. When we got into the loaning we ran 
as fast as we could, Mr. Bindon in front. We were struck with stones as we advanced ; 
these .Slones, 1 should say, came from the Protestant party ; on this occasion five prisoners 
were arrested ; I believe they belonged principally to the Protestant party. We found some 
panes o I glass broken in a cottage belonging to a Mrs. Dunohue; she stated she could not 
identify any of the paities who did the mischief. We brought the prisoners down the 
New-road, and up Durham-street, to the barrack. We had to fix bayonets, and I was 
afraid we should have had sharp work before we reached the barrack. Stones were thrown 
at ns ; they came from the Protestant party (the other mob was not there), and the prisoners 
we had belonged to that party. We got them into the barrack, and by this time great 
crowds bad assembled in Durham-street. In a short time news came that two of the local 
police had been badly beaten in Collintree-road, by the Pound-street party. Mr. Bindon 
immediately ran the party up. Mr. Tracy and Dr. Magee were with us. Wefound the two 
men badly beaten. I thought they were dead. The mob, as usual, had fled. We made no 
prisoners; there were none to be made. We subsequently made inquiry, but have never 
been able to ascertain who the parties were that beat them. The house in which they had 
taken refuge belonged to a Roman Catholic, and the Pound-street mob quitted it. There 
were a number of windows broken on that night belonging to Mr. Watson, in Albert- 
crescent. We went there as fast as we could. There were military with us. There were 
two mobs. They dispersed as usual on our approach. Mr. Watson is a Roman Catholic. 

1 should say it was the Protestant party broke them. It was not possible for us to make 
any arrests. We returned to our barracks after two o’clock a. m. 

On the following day, Wednesday, we assembled abcut five o’clock p. m. Between eight 
and nine p. m. the mobs had assembled ; Mr. Tracy, r.m , Dr. Magee, were with us. The 
military were not. The place of assembly was close to our barrack. The magistrates issued 
an order to cli se all public houses in boih districts from six p. m. I have reason to know 
that this order was obeyed, except in one instance, in the Sandy row district. In consequence 
of information that some bouses were wrecked in Mary-street, Mr. Bindon went with a 
party there; as we got up to Mary-street, Mr. Bindon was about a perch in advance of us. 
when a shot was fired from the coiner of the street. It was thought in the party that he 
was shot. We searched several houses for arms, and could find none. Nor did we find 
many people in the houses. We patrolled both districts, made the parties close their 
houses, and when there was any suspicion of strangers being in them, searched them. We 
went all through Sandy-row doing this, up to the Malone-road ; shots weie still firing in 
various directions. We remained on foot till one o’clock a. m. I think theie was only one 
prisoner taken that night. I do not think more could be done than was done to make 
arrests. Men were told off without arms, and even in plain clothes, for the purpose. 

On Thursday nothing occurred during the day. In the evening the force mustered as in 
the previous evening, about half-past five o’clock. About eight o’clock word came to the 
barrack that disturbance was going on towards the new road. I went up with a party of 14 
men. We saw two parlies, but at that time they were principally composed of little boys 
and girls ; they ran at our approach. There is a house there belonging to a woman named 
Donohue ; 1 did not ascertain that any injury was done to it at that time. There was 
nothing particular occurred on that night, except that the lamps were put out in Culliutree- 
road, and we saw heaps of stones collected, which made it difticult for ihe cavalry to set on 
ill the dark. We patr-dled with the military till about one a.m. The town appeared per- 
fectly quiet about 12 o’clock. 

On Friday night I was ill, and did not go out; but I heard of nothing particular 
occurring. 

On Saturday the 18th the men were mustered somewhat earlier than the other nights, or 
rather eveiiingB ; 1 should say it was about five o’clock- 'i'he number mustered was about 
30 men. I was at that hour in the back room of the barrack with Mr. Bindon, when word 
came that the two parties were rioting in Albert-crescent. Mr. Bindon desired me to run 
over to Mr. Fenton, the magistrate, who lives in College-square, about 30 peiches from the 
barrack, and that he woiil.d fall in the men, I put on my belt, and huiried down stairs anil 
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along the street towards Mr. Fenton’s. About half way I met Mr. Tracy on a car, and told 
him what had been reported to us ; he desired me to hurry back as quickly as possible from 
Mr. Fenton’s, and he drove on towards the barrack. When I returned to the barrack the 
orderly told me the men had fallen in outside the barrack. I put on my pouch and hurried 
out by the wicket ; when I got out, one of the men told me they had just loaded. I imme- 
diately loaded my carbine, and by the time I had done so the cavalry came up. 

The time I occupied from leaving the barracks to my return was not more than five minutes. 
I am clear about this, because since then I went the same distance and at the same pace, 
having desired one of the men to note the time at which I left the bari-ack ; at my return 1 
asked him what time had elapsed, and I found it was three minutes. I allow two or three 
minutes for my delay at Mr. Fenton’s door and talking to Mr. Tracy. I do not think the 
dragoons halted, Mr. Tracy having desired the officer to clear the streets. We doubled up 
after them, and the two mobs fled. I saw the front of the houses in Albert-crescent 
wrecked, and a fire was burning in the street. There was no possibility of making prisoners, 
the parties flying far before us. In the earlier part of the evening, a man belonging to the 
Sandy-row party was arrested by the police with a gun, ammunition, balls, and caps. 
Patrols were kept up in the disturbed localities till about two a.m., when everything was per- 
fectly quiet. Mr. Bindon remained at the barrack till near three o’clock in the morning. 
The men returned to their different stations, leaving the Durham-street party only, consisting 
of five men. I returned to my own house then, which is situated in Albert-crescent, where 
my family was. The state of the neighbourhood was such that my neighbours, right and 
left, had removed during the previous evening. I had placed my family upstairs in the 
garret for safety, and had thrown myself down for a little rest, when I heard shots. They 
seemed to come from both sides, and in quick succession. I heard the balls striking on the 
slates. Finding it continue, I looked out ; I could see no one in the street, but the firing 
seemed to come on the Sandy-row side, from entries and from an unfinished building in the 
open space opposite Albert-crescent. I saw, in one instance, the smoke of a discharge from 
one of those entries; I could not see whence the shots came on the side of the Crescent 
houses. I remained there for some time, convinced that from the firing that was going on I 
could not have made my way alone to the barrack. As soon as the fire slackened a little, I 
did, however, get down, but I would not have taken the responsibility on myself of turning 
out so small a party as five men in the state of the immediate neighbourhood of the barrack. 
As 1 came down, shots were being fired from the outskirts of both parties. Shortly after 
reaching the barrack, I went with Constable Cunningham up to Albert-crescent to make 
inquiry; I found no person had been injured. A dropping fire was still going on, but it 
gradually ceased. The walls of the houses were marked in many places by balls. I made 
later a report to Mr. Bindon, whom 1 met on his way lo the barrack ; he immediately sent 
a mounted man to collect the parties from the different barracks, and about two o’clock 
loaded sentries were placed at the different entries, with orders to fire on any person who 
was seen to fire. These orders were made known, and no rioting took place from that 
time. 

The available constabulary force for duly in Belfast, during the month of July, did not 
exceed 28 men, after allowing for the Crumlin-road party, which had to be left at its 
station, a considerable way from the disturbed locality. 

I was on duly on the 0th of September following. There was considerable excitement in 
the town, in consequence of the open-air preaching. On that day, about two o'clock, Mr. 
Bindon assembled about 90 men at Durham-street. 'I’he party proceeded to the local police 
ofiice, in Police-square. Five or six of the smartest and most active men were told olF by 
Mr. Bindon, with nothing but their side-arms, for the purpose of making arrests. 

In a short time the parly told off in two subdivisions, and four sections marched down 
High-street, where we found a mob throwing stones towards the Custom-house, where 
another large mob was assembled. We charged the mob nearest to us up Wareing-street 
and North-street, turning round by Carrick-hill and Donegal-street, into Wareing-street 
again. Mr. Lyons, the magistrate, accompanied us. Two of the sections only, and two 
mounted men, were engaged in this ; the other two sections having been left at the bottom 
of Wareing-street, where another crowd was assembling. As we were going down Wareing- 
street, word came that the mobs were engaged again, and, by Mr. Bindon's orders, we 
doubled. We came upon one of the parties who were throwing stones, and charged them 
up High-street up to Castle-place. The mobs again assembled in our rear, and we came 
down on one of them in the act of throwing stones, and several were arrested. As soon as 
the prisoners were secured, we proceeded to the mob at the Custom-house steps, and with 
the assistance of the military, cleared them away. I did not remark anything in their 
hands, (I heard that they had bludgeons, and I believe they had had). We made no pri- 
soners in this mob, for they were not at the time doing anything to justify our doing so. 
Mr. Bindon had desired us to keep a good look out on this mob, in order, if possible, to 
identify any man who committed any violence. After this, I went and joined the other two 
.sections, which we had left at the bottom of Wareing-street, and which had gone up to 
Corponation-square, where the preaching was going on. I remained there until I received 
orders to join Mr. Bindon. The constabulary remained on duty, clearing the streets, and 
watching to prevent disturbance, until past eight o’clock, when they returned to their barrack 
in Durham-street. 

On that same evening, about nine, word came that some cars bad been attacked in Bar- 
rack-street, and that the local police could do nothing. I proceeded with a party of twelve 
men to Hamili-street, where it leads into Barrack-street, when we were met with vollies of 

stones. 
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stones, thrown principally from Hamill-street. I gave the men orders to clear the street, 
which they did. When all appeared quiet, I returned with my party to the barrack. 
Mr. Bindon subsequently went out with another party, but I did not go with it. It is not 
the fact (as stated before tlie Commissioners) that any. prisoners taken by the military were 
suiFered to go at large by the constabulary. I'hey were brought up and disposed of by the 
justices at the police court, nor was any prisoner taken by the constabulary discharged, 
without having been taken before a magistrate. During the whole time of my service in 
the force I never saw a week of such severe duty. The men were, on an average, on duty 
for 20 houre out of the 24. Mr. Bindon was constantly with his men. As I am on the 
point of retiring from the constabulary in consequence of failing health, I wish to state that, 
during my service, I never met with a more fearless or impartial officer than Mr. Bindon, 
nor one who so constantly stayed by his men when on duty. 

I consider the duty of the constabulary was, during the July riots and those of Sep- 
tember, done with the strictest impartiality, so far as I could see, and with as much zeal 
as I ever saw. 

(signed) J. Henderson, 

1109, First Head Constable. 



Mrs. Hopwell Kelly. 

In July last I lived in Albert-crescent, in a house belonging to Mr. Watson. My Ims- 
band is alive; is a baker. Our house was attacked twice in that month. The first time 
« as on the 1 4th, about nine, p.m. ' My husband was in bed and asleep at the time. I was 
standing at the window, looking towards Mrs. Donohue’s, where I saw a number of people, 
but I had no idea they were coming to attack our houses. Just then I saw 50 or 60 men 
coming towards us. 1 became alarmed, and was just going out of the room, when a volley 
of stones came through ihe windows. On the Sunday previous, my husband had made me 
change the bed from the front to the rear, as he said he did not like the looks of the people. 
All the panes in the upper windows were broken, except four. The constabulary had passed 
up towards Mrs. Donohue’s a short time before my windows were smashed. I did not see 
them returning. Some of the city police were there. I saw the military afterwards in 
front of the house. On the following Saturday evening, between six and seven, my husband 
had just returned home from work. I was preparing his supper in the front parlour, when 
my husband told me he feared, from the appearance of the people outside, that there would 
be another attack. A short time before, I saw five of the city police standing in front of 
ibe house, with a person who, I was told, was a magistrate. They were looking* up towards 
Mrs. Donohue’s, where a mob was assembled. They were there, I think, about 20 miimtes- 
I heard some of the police say, “ Run, sir;” and they all ran away towards Durham-street. 
Immediately the crowd rushed up, and began to attack the houses. I got away into the 
kitchen, and almost immediately the windows were smashed. Later the military came up, 
and as soon as they had cleared the streets I left ipy house, and never returned to it. I now 
live in Alton-street. I would not take a house in Albert-crescent if I got it for nothino-. I 
did not remark the constabulary. 1 went away to a friend’s house in a quiet place, and 
know no more of what happened. I did not see the fire in the street on the Saturday 
evening until after the military had passed. There was no fire-lighting when the mob first 
attacked the house. I think it was about a quarter of an hour from that time until one of 
the girls told me we could get out, as the military had cleared ihe place. I heard it remarked 
as singular, that after what had occurred on the Tuesday, the place was not better watched. 
On the Saturday, the mob had been up at Mr. Donohue’s for some time, but the attack 
on the Crescent houses was sudden. I had no opportunity of seeing what passed between 
the armed force and the mob, owing to my being in the back of the house. 

(signed) Hopwell Kelly. 



William Samuel Tracy, Esq., r. m. 

I RECOLLECT the evening of Saturday the 18th July last. I heard on that evening there 
was an appearance of the mobs meeting earlier tlian usual. This was reported to me by 
Mr. Lindesay, the superintendent of the city police. I immediately sent a requisition for 
the military to meet me at Durham-street, and J proceeded thitlier on a car. Opposite Dr. 
Drew’s church, I met Head-constable Henderson running very quickly; he stopped me, 
and said that the rioting had recommenced, and that Mr. Watson’s houses were being 
wrecked. Dr. Drew’s church is at the corner of Durham-street, not more than 50 to 60 
yards from the barrack ; I may say 100 yards. I drove on at once to the end of the bar- 
racks, where I found Mr. Bindon and a party of about 28 of 'tlie constabulary drawn up. 
He told me that a large mob was assembled, and were exceedingly violent ; and that he was 
informed they had commenced to smash Mr. Watson’s houses. I then requested him to 
load, which was forthwith done. The party was hardly loaded when the dragoons galloped 
up behind us ; they did not halt, but by my direction the officer led on his men at once. 

We advanced together, and after going about 60 yards I saw a fire before us, and some 
calico or other cloth burning on it in the street. The mob seemed in great commotion, 
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W. S. Tracy, and some shots were fired as we advanced, but they dispersed on our approach. Orders had 

a.n. been given to make prisoners if possible, but none could be made. 

A- ^ -K i-emark the slightest indecision or indisposition on the part of Mr Bindon to 

disenarp his duty on this occasion, nor during the previous davs, *lior on the part of his 

men. I never saw more promptness or more forbearance in the discharge of their dutv 
Se7temLr“" “ generally displayed. I was not in Belfast durig L riots in 

I may add, that from the time I met Head-constable Henderson until we came nn to 
aiiddispersed the mob opposite Mr. Watson's, eonld not have occupied more thanMe 
minutes, I have been nearly nine years in Belfast. 1 have seen much viohnee hi the 
recurrence of these animosities ; but on the last occasion, the tendency to violence was m„ ! 
prolonged and more decided; that notwithstanding no lives were load, and the fetrucToii 
of property on the occa,sion has been much exaggerated, as appears by the late preLiitmeiit 
fve d'l’s- 1 ‘he eight days having been proved n“t to 

eMeed lfi, 1. and some shillings. I consider that as much was done by the coiislabuiarv to 

pTOf.ect property and restore order as was m their power, and that it was done honestlv^and 

*'‘® sliglitesn complaint with regard to tlie mode in which 

their duty was discharged on that occasion. ^ o ue m nnicn 

W. S. Tracy. 

Saniuel Gibso7i Getty, Mayor of Belfast. 

I iM Mayor of Belfast; 1 remember the 12th of July last; oii that day I had occasion 
to call ont the constabulary on account of the collection of a large mob on the side of the 
Pound-Ioaming. I had lieard that certain parties had gone into Dr, Drew's church, and had 
put on emblems inside the railings, and in consequence I feared the mob lhat 1 saw col- 
lected might attack them coming out of church; I therefore spoke to Mr. Tracy, and said 
1 deeined it advisable to take steps to keep the parties separate. The number of the 

ma°nd?^“ * •inemed it necessary to write to the com- 

manding officer in Belfast, requesting him to keep the troops in barracks. On the 1.1tli I 
was i^ain with the constabulary, I got a Wow on the night of that day from a stone 
tiro* h!? ‘tia crowds were iissembed; on one or two occasions we did patrol 

through the Sandy-row disirict; but, generally speaking, there was no reason for it.*^ The 
. andy-row party mustered 111 the fields outside; most of the disturbance occurred down 
towards the direction of Culliiitree-road. I applied to the officer in command of the troops 
to divide his men into smaller bodies, winch would make them more efficient, but he declined ■ 

1 had almost given up movin.r the constabulary about, as it was merely harassing the men 
without doing any good. WWlst 1 was standing with the military a crowd came down the 
fields behind a hedge, and a shot was fired from it towards the troops. Some of these then 
? ‘he helds, and pve chase, and two prisoners were taken. As we were marching 
r 1 , uST V Durham-street barracks the crowd became so excited, lhat 1 threatened 
‘''y 0“ occasion one young 

man stepped out, and fired a small pistol towards me ; he was afterwards taken, but no arm! 
WCTe found on him. The shot above mentioned was fired towards the troops by the Sandy- 
row party, and the last described events were in that district on our way to the^ barracks. ^ 

seeraTfo rk 'o'* dropping shots in various directions; but the hea.iest firing 

seemed to me to be m the Pound-street direction. ® 

Whenever information came to ns of any attack on property, or riot, we moved up, but the 
^ “Psration seemed to be to make sudden attacks upon 

any place that was unguaraed, and then break up as quickly as possible. The dutv was very 
harassing so that at last 1 halted the men at certain points, to wait for information, keeplri| 
non™ 7 7 ffirecliona. It was astonishing to see the way in which the mobs dis? 

S? ^ ’ b 7 ‘“i of s*r“‘, and 'rh™ we felt 

the bl k ^ ‘dam I", aid searched the houses for them, they had disappeared by 

rile backs. During those disturbances I found the constabulary perfiirm their Tty with 

li clld" oT ,h “S' P°'“‘ -dich their atten.Jn was 

Tl ere ws.?Aff ^ deptenaber the constabulary under Mr. Bindon were called out, 

.I m,rdT, 11 ‘de magistrates as to the time at which they 

should be called out I was of opinion that when the placards were put up we should have 
taken possession of the ground early 111 the day; the majority dissented, but so far as the 
S , 7l ‘de ‘dev got orders to turn out there was not the 

shghlest delay in their moving to the scene of riot ; in the discharge of their duty on that 
occasion I consider they were judicious as well as efficient. There were two mobJon that 
the Ri7’ATf “ ,7' “ Ta™ ? High-street; they refused to disperse, and I read 

bTS T ’ ™‘d™,P'“>«‘>i‘dem backwards towards Wareing-atreet and the Harbour 
MI tss’ ' ■ due. When we reached where the preaching had taken place, 

all was quiet ; the service, were just ending. I was then sent for by the officer commaidiog 

JhLo7l i“r T'a ,'!''"’'’ tte CuBlom-honse. I found 

the constabulary had taken some pnsoiiera ; I do not believe the military attempted to make 
f7i, r ‘ ‘de Cnstoni-house steps the second crowd had been; thef had broken 

up before Ihe military. When I came up 1 saw no sticks nor staves among them. I 
.r d®/'" 7** ‘'“d ‘“““'“‘dies in charge had considerable difficulty m carrying 
out their duty, irom the number of conflicting orders they necessarily received, and that" 
fortearanoe”'''™ '‘®ciently ; they exhibited much patience and 

(signed) Samuel Gibson Getty. 
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Edward Armstrong, 

No. 21 ; I am a house carpenter. On the 19tli of July, 
about four o clock m the mornm?, I was mused by firing ; I heard the balls hitting the sable 
Ly Pound-loaning. I got u,., and looked out: I saw 

s of people behind a ditch in the direction of the loaning, and saw the shots coming 
roin there; irom the number and rapidity of the shots, I calculate there could not be less 
Ilian guns, They continued firing for an hour; the fire was nipici, but the balls «ere 
not all coming our mad ; during that time I iiad to get out of the room (hat it was in I 
did go to gi ve information to the police, because I could not get out of my house with 
safety, tlie door being exposed to the fire; I cut out a Minie rifle ball out of tiie tree just 
mnrS "^7 ^o^wer to a question put by the Commissioners, 

marked No. ,6,7, as to where the police were, wliicli is to the effect that they were in 
Alltr. ‘ mistake. When I gave my evidence, the police were in 

Albert-so^uare, and 1 conceived they had been there at the time of the riots, but I did 
not see them at the time ; I could not do so. 

(signed) Edward Armstrong. 

Constable Robert Curjiinghatn. 

r rememb™ on the morning of the 19tli of July, I went to Mr. Bindou's iodginos to 
lepoj tfinng that was going on m the neighbourhood of Albert-crescent. I reach them 
ahout five o clock in the morning. They are about a mile from Durham-street barrack. I 
reirorled to them that the Sandy-row party were firing from Stan ley-street and its neigh- 
bourhood, and the Pound-loaning party from M'llhone’s corner, audits direction Mr 

at S” a*. . 'ct "■“I ‘he police were e.vhausted and 

at their stations. He directed me to return to the barrack, that if tlie firing still continued 
to return and let him know. At my return the firing had abated, and in a short time altei: 
tl ceased altogether. I did not make any special report that would lead to the opinion that 
it was difterent from or more serious than the ordinary firing of shots, I had not gone irn 

to the neighbourhood of the firing myself; I had heard as heavy firing during tlfe week^ 

M e had niade many efforts to suppress this firing at night and early in the mornings with- 
out effect, even tliough aided by the military. ° 

(signed) Robert Cunningham, 

6013, Conatable. 

Charles Hunt, £sq., it. m. 

I WAS sent on temporary doty to Belfast, on the 26th of July last, I was on duty there In „ w 
August and September, during Mr. Iracy’s absence on leave. Riots took plare in the »■« 

laiter month connected with open-air preaching, on the 5th of Sentember. The constnbularv 

were on that occasion on duty to preserve the peace, in consequence of placards having been 
peace ’ Pccp'c to assemble, which were likely to lead to a breach of the 

There had been a tendeocy to disturbance on previous Sundays, but the attempts were 
proinptly suppressed by the constabulary. On the 6th the rioting was more serioua The 
exertions of the constabulary, on this, as on every other occasion on which I acted with 
timm m Belfast, was as great as could be expected from men ; so fer as it esme under mv 
observation, 1 do not think a better disposition could have been made, nor the orders thev 
received be niore accurately carried out. They were acting during the whole lime under the 
immediate direction of the magistrates. 

(signed) Charles Hunt, r. m. 

William S. Tracy, Esq. 

I EEHEMKiS giving evidence before the Commissioners respecting a house, said to be 
loopholed, in the Sandy-row district, from winch firing was kept up on the houses in Albert 
oresceiit. lam still of opinion that it was loopholed. I saw the holes discoloured with oowdei- 
1 was m It two or three times during ihe riots, and placed some of the local police in it in 
prevent its being occupied by rioters. It was in its iieiglibourliood I first read the Rint 
Act. It was m that district I heard the first shot fired, and took the first prisoner We 
had afterwards much trouble in the other district, though the annoyance began in this 
On two or three occasions when I was informed that parties had got into this house I urn’ 
needed there but never found any one in it. As far as I could judge, parUes ran in’ for the' 
cover Jt afforded, and then rushed away. 

The holes mentioned could not have been meant for joists, for they were not five feel 
from the ground. •' 

(signed) W. E. Traaj. 



W, S. Tracy, Esq. 



(True copy.) 

Dublin Castle, 7 June 1858. 



Thos. A. Larconti 
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